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PHONE: 


ATHABASCA CREE AND CHIP BAND 


FORT CHIPEWYAN © ALBERTA 


October 17th, 1973. 


Dr. Walter Trost, 

Chairman, 

Environment Conservation Authority, 
9912 - 107th Street, 

Edmonton, Alberta. 


Dear Sir: 

We are pleased to submit the written material promised 
during the meeting September 25th in Fort Chipewyan. It 
had been felt desirable by our Council to have a further 
meeting with you and we would still like to. However, we 
know that you are probably finalizing your recommendations 
now. We will contact you about a meeting, possibly through 
our consultant, Mr. Moncrieff. 

We would draw your attention to Section 5 of the 
attached material. (The first four sections more or less 
cover material which was presented to you at the Hearings 
in Fort Chipewyan.) Section 5 refers to the matter of some 
form of compensation for the lost income and opportunity 
which low water levels have caused to the people, parti- 
cularly the trappers and their families over the last few 
years. We would ask that this matter be given careful 
consideration by your Authority and that a recommendation be 
passed on to the Provincial Cabinet, to whom we believe you 


will be reporting directly. 


479-3740 


In conclusion, we feel the Hearings, and particularly 
the meeting in Fort Chipewyan, were a good thing and the 
Band will co-operate in any way we can in the months to 
come. 

Yours very truly, 


Chief Albert Gladue (Cree) Chief Fred Marcel (Chipewyad 
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Chief Albert Gladue 
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BACKGROUND 

The Athabasca Cree and Chipewyan Band are very interested 
in the recommendations of the Peace-Athabasca Delta Project. 
The Band is also very interested in the things that the 
Environment Conservation Authority will be saying to the 
governments after the Hearings. 

It is our understanding that the Environment Conservation 
Authority is interested in hearing from local communities, 
organizations and individuals on matters of social and economic 
importance, as well as purely environmental/technical issues. 
As you well know, in the Delta area, they are all related one 
to the other. 

Almost two-thirds of the population of Fort Chipewyan 
are Band members. Our Council is, therefore, interested in 
issues of broad community concern, as well as those of specific 
importance to Cree and Chipewyan Indians. 

As you know from the kinds of things which were discussed 
at the Hearings in Fort Chipewyan, there is much on the minds 
of the community. Jobs, roads, recreation, health, education 
and training, local enterprise and services and high living 
costs are among the things of greatest importance. 

The community, and we on the Band Council, feel that it 
should be possible for some progress to be made towards some 
of these goals. And we should say that some progress is being 


made. However, it is not easy. 
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As you know, there is no local government in Fort 
Chipewyan. Therefore, a multiplicity of governmental depart- 
ments and funding sources are constantly in direct contact 
with all of the community's local organizations, as well as 
various individuals. The confusion which this produces 
usually makes it difficult for any sort of acceptable 
consensus to be reached. Thus, goals of importance to the 
people of Fort Chipewyan remain clearly in view, but lack of 
real progress toward them is very frustrating. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE ATHABASCA CREE AND CHIPEWYAN BAND 

Fort Chipewyan is an old community. It is said that it 
is one of the oldest continuously settled communities in Alberta. 
The 1,600 Canadians that live here are trying in many ways to 
make it a better place to live and work. We know that the cities 
are getting bigger and more crowded and some day places like 
Fort Chipewyan may be more important than they seem today. We 
know that the Governments of Alberta and Canada are trying to 
do things to spread the jobs and opportunities all over the 
province and we support this. 

We in Fort Chipewyan look forward to participating in 
the good things that we hope will come from the Tar Sands 
developments. And perhaps it will not be necessary for many 
of our people to leave Fort Chipewyan to do this. Perhaps 


some kind of industry can be established here which will provide 
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good jobs for our people. We are watching closely the efforts 
being made to establish a granite quarry here and would like 
more information on that. 

While the Band wishes to see the community as a whole 
move ahead, it should be pointed out that the Chipewyan Band 
has its own reserve upon which it would like to see some 
development. The Cree Band is still negotiating its land 
entitlement in the Wood Buffalo National Park and hopes to 
see that finalized soon. Thus, as Treaty Indians under the 
laws of Canada, we must constantly bear in mind some of the 
special rights which are available to us. 
WATER CONTROL MEASURES PROPOSED BY THE DELTA PROJECT 

The Band Council has tried to learn as much as possible 
about the dam which may be built on Riviere des Rochers. The 
information which has been available in Cree and English has 
helped, as did the translation of all the talks at the Hearings 
in Fort Chipewyan. 

Some of the Band members and Council seem to be in favor 
of the proposed dam. Others don't feel it will be good. Some 
just aren't sure. Perhaps what we need is an independent person, 
technically able to analyze the dam, to meet with us and help us 
determine whether it will be a good thing or not. While this 
may take a little time, it will probably be a good thing to do. 
Our Special Consultant, Mr. Moncrieff, is looking into this matter, 
to determine whom we as a Council could get to give us a competent 


independent opinion at this time. 
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The Government people say that the proposed dam will make 
things the way they always were on the Delta. As we stated at 
the Hearings in Fort Chipewyan, this would be good. But many 
people who remember some low water years wish the dam could make 
the Delta even better. 

We know times are changing. You may think that some of 
the younger people aren't as interested in trapping, fishing 
and hunting as the older ones. In a way this may be partially 
true. But as a people we hope that the opportunity to pursue 
this form of liveliheod will remain indefinitely. 

The possibility of small dams and ditching in certain 
specific areas of the Delta is of interest to the Band. The 
possibility of intense management for muskrat production of a 
particular area is highly interesting to us and we may soon 
make a proposal to the Implementation Committee on this subject. 
We realize that we would also need some outside counsel on this 
subject, perhaps from someone in government, who is familiar 
with the Delta. Or perhaps from someone from the United States 
where we believe there is considerable experience and knowledge 
on the subject of marsh management for muskrat production. 

However, the main thing that we wish to tell you is that 
trapping, fishing and hunting still are very important to our 
people here. If water levels were to stay low, hurting the 
muskrat, the fish, and drying up the hunting streams this would 
hurt very badly the people and the community of Fort Chipewyan. 


Tourism possibilities of the future would be less. 


So the main thing we wish to say about the dam is that we 
are a bit worried. We think it might be good. But we are not 
sure. The Athabasca Cree and Chipewyan Band would like letters 
from Honourable Mr. Davis and Honourable Mr. Yurko telling us 
exactly what they think the dam will do, what problems it might 
create and what other control measures might be necessary in the 
future. 

With these letters, the Athabasca Cree and Chipewyan Band 
can talk more about the dam with its members, and consult with 
the Indian Association of Alberta, and other people. After 
that we can decide what we think. 

If the dam is built we hope that every opportunity will 
be given to the people of the area to work on its construction. 

Also, still about water, the Band wishes to say that it 
will be watching closely for any signs of pollution which might 
again be caused by development at Fort McMurray. 

Finally, the Athabasca Cree and Chipewyan Band wishes to 
express its general support for the things said by the other 
groups and individuals at the Hearings. 

SOME OTHER MATTERS OF IMPORTANCE TO US 

The Council has reviewed the recommendations of the 

Peace-Athabasca Delta Project as well as it can. The Band agrees 


with such things as: 
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* A high priority being assigned to the 
conservation of the Peace-Athabasca Delta. 


* Programs to aid fishermen and trappers. 
* Consultation with local people be expanded. 

The Bank also agrees with the various suggestions that 
were brought up in the Peace-Athabasca Delta Project Technical 
Report and the position statement prepared by the Alberta 
Department of the Environment. 

These suggestions included: 


* The possibility of a granite quarry near 
Fort Chipewyan. 


* A fish processing/freezing plant. 
* Log home and building construction program. 
* Extension of water and sewer systems. 


* Utilization of resources such as 
Diamond Willow. 


* Tourism based on the Delta, the Canadian 
Shield, the Dunes, etc. 


The local and regional goals mentioned on pages 97 and 
98 of the Delta Project Technical Report mention other things 
of importance. If some, and eventually all, of the above 
developments and goals could be fairly well achieved Fort 
Chipewyan would be well on the way to becoming an independent, 
successful, vigorous community of Canadians. 

The Band will do everything in its power to help. However, 


the Band, like other conmunity organizations, has difficulty in 
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working effectively with many government departments in many 
different cities. Communication is a real problem. However, 
the Band will continue to do everything it can and we are sure 
that sound proposals will be supported wherever possible by 
the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development. 
COMPENSATION 

Our review of the Technical Report of the Peace-Athabasca 
Delta Project confirms that the impoundment of water in Williston 
Lake, B.C., during the four-year period 1968 - 1972, unquestion- 
ably contributed in a major way to the critically low water 
levels which were experienced on the Delta during this period. 

The direct effect of the condition which was produced on 
the Delta for the people of Fort Chipewyan was disastrous. 
Losses were produced in income, opportunity, incentive, life- 
style and culture. These losses, though difficult to translate 
into dollar terms (aside from the obvious sharp drop in trapping 
returns from muskrat), were sudden and had a shockwave effect 
on the community which it may never fully recover from. 

The Band Council trusts that it has now been technically 
substantiated that the actions of B. C. Hydro, an agency of 
the Province of British Columbia, were directly responsible for 
the low Delta water levels and the deleterious effects on the 


people. 
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The people of Fort Chipewyan, of which our Bands number 
some two-thirds, feel strongly that compensation is rightfully 
theirs, and when it is considered that the harmful effects of 
the low water may extend through to 1975, or longer even with 
the proposed remedial works, a seven-year period of loss is 
involved. 

Our Council feels strongly that it is a community in 
Alberta and we, therefore, look to the Province of Alberta 
to be the vehicle for ensuring that the community receives 
appropriate compensation for the almost unrecoverable damage 
which has been done to a previously isolated, self-sustaining 
settlement. Thus, we look to the Province of Alberta to take 
whatever steps it sees fit to take in obtaining financial or 
other forms of compensation from British Columbia. In the 
meantime, Fort Chipewyan has many needs and we wish to repeat that 
we are looking to the Province of Alberta at this time to under- 
take to provide for these needs, thus providing the community with 
the compensation it feels is rightfully owed. 

Compensation for the losses suffered might be provided to 
the community and its people in many ways. Many of us in Fort 
Chipewyan felt that the Province of Alberta would have moved 
sooner to stimulate development in Fort Chipewyan after the 
publicity the community received during the Hearings in 1970 in 
Edmonton, concerning the damage to the livelihood of local trappers. 


However, this was not the case. 
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Fort Chipewyan has many basic community needs at this 
time. It may be that by actively assisting the community in 
the achievement of progress in these need areas, the Province 
of Alberta can provide in large part the compensation due. As a 
Council, we feel this is a reasonable suggestion in two ways: 

1) Welfare from federal and provincial 
sources is showing a steady advance 
and may soon reach the one-half million 
dollar level if something is not done to 
reverse this trend. 

2) Regardless of the matter of compensation, 
we believe that sound community develop- 
ment proposals from an emerging community 
such as Fort Chipewyan should be given 
serious consideration, both at the 
provincial and federal level. 

Thus, we wish to strongly relate the felt needs of the 
community of Fort Chipewyan to both (1) compensation for Bennett 
Dam-produced low water levels and, (2) sound community development 
proposals. 

Among the most significant of these felt community needs 
are the following: 

1) All-weather road link. 

2) Jobs of a permanent nature. 

3) High school, or progress toward one. 

4) Recreation facilities and programming. 


5) Vocational training. 


6) Local enterprise and industry. 
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7) Support of local museum. 
8) Extension of sewage services. 
Progress in these and other important areas of need will go 
a long way toward reducing the feeling of loss from the Delta's 
damage. Should the Province of Alberta provide leadership and 
Support for these developments, Fort Chipewyan will increasingly 


feel connected to Alberta as a viable, significant community. 


